
corner. The owner of 

the old farmhouse at this 

point in the road, re-

ports about 20 crashes 

to his knowledge since 

2000, the attendance of 

emergency service and 

the lack of interest in 

prevention.  

 In the latest case, my 

wife saw a flash image of the car arriving 

on the bend, half on her side of the 

road, as she started to round the bend. 

The driver, fortunately sober, took eva-

sive action. He missed our car by a frac-

tion before smashing into the earth-

banked margin of the field and ôparkingõ 

in the wheat for the night.  

 I said to the 

house owners that 

the sign must not 

be clear enough; 

he looked at me 

with bemusement. 

There is in fact no 

sign. After all 

those crashes, all 

those call-outs for 

police cars and 

ambulances, there 
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VILLAGE HALL  
LOTTERY 

  

August Draw 
1st prize  £23.50  no. 68 

2nd prize  £14.10  no. 46 

3rd prize  £9.40   no. 147 

COST TO ENTER  only £1 per draw,  

£12 per year or £6 for six months  

Collect a form from  

HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE  
Or telephone Paula on 01233 628789 or Peter on 

01233 623568 

Harvest Supper 2016 
This will be served in the Village Hall at 

7.30pm on Saturday October 8 (not October 1 

as your Editor mistakenly printed last month). 

Tickets will be on sale in Hothfield Post Office 

from 9 September, and will cost £6 per person. 

Come and enjoy one of the most convivial  

evenings of the Hothfield year.  

Recently, my wife  escaped injury or 

worse by a split second in Hothfield.   

This was not  an extreme one-off, but  

an accident situation that has  been re-

peated time and time again in recent 

decades, I learn;  and in the knowledge 

of the police and ambulance service.  

Still in the dark about this major haz-

ard locally? Look at the photo of the 

bend.  Whether coming back from S. 

Ashford, Great Chart, the leisure cen-

tre or the railway stations, we all run 

this gauntlet as we proceed cautiously in 

our lane around the bend at Ripperõs 

Cross between the Stour bridge and 

Bears Lane: speeding vehicles from 

Hothfield try to get round the sharp, 

negative camber curve; often cutting the 

is no sign warning of a sharp bend and 

no warning of that nightmare of nega-

tive camber.  I donõt mind admitting that 

the first time I tackled that bend from 

the Hothfield side, I had to brake 

sharply  as a last-minute adjustment.  

But how are people to know of the 

danger of negative camber in time to 

adjust for it? 

  I am sure we are not alone in calling 

upon local councillors to insist on a 

warning sign for this dangerous bend 

with specific warning of a negative cam-

ber. I have seen such signs elsewhere. 

 I find it beyond comprehension that 

such a sign has not been put up with 

that incredible record of crashes on a 

known rush hour short cut to S Ash-

ford and Tenterden 

Graham Cox. 

WHY NO WARNING SIGN? 
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Sunday 4 September  

Trinity 15  

11.00  

The Eucharist  

A service of Holy 

Communion in modern 

English, with hymns 
 

Sunday 11 September  

Trinity 16  

11.00  

Matins  

Morning Prayer from the 

Book of Common Prayer 

(1662)  

with hymns 
 

Sunday 18 September  

Trinity 17  

11.00  

The Eucharist  

A service of Holy 

Communion in modern 

English, with hymns  
 

Sunday 25 September  

Trinity 18  

11.00  

H4 Service  

Informal, lots of singing, a 

good introduction to the 

church. 

Services  

at Saint 

Margaretõs  

in September 

COFFEE  
MORNING  

The next  

 

 

 

 

 

will be held on Tuesday 6 September  
 In the Village Hall from 10.00am          

 

Saturday 10 September 2016, 

10am to 6pm  
Visit unique historic buildings, see beautiful countryside, 

get some exercise and have fun with the family! 

Ride+Stride is a sponsored bike ride or walk in which 

people all over England walk or cycle between churches, 

exploring and enjoying the countryside from Cornwall to 

Northumberland. The money they raise helps to save his-

toric churches, chapels and meeting houses for future gen-

erations by helping to fund urgent repairs and the installa-

tion of modern facilities. 
To take part, contact local organiser Sue Patten on 

01233 620880 

2 

Pilgrims stop for Tea 
On Thursday  25 August a group of hot and weary pilgrims 

stopped off at St. Margaretõs on their way from Winchester to 

Canterbury. 

This was a stage on the Arundel and Brighton Ecumenical Pil-

grimsõ Prayer step. They stopped in Hothfield for refreshments on 

one of the hottest days in the year, and were very very grateful for 

the tea, sandwiches and cakes provided by the Friends of St. Marga-

retõs. 

The forty or so pilgrims were not, as you might expect, young 

hearty souls who make nothing of seventeen miles a day; many of 

them were definitely senior citizens, and at least two were over 80. 

We wished them well on the last stage of their journey to Canter-

bury. 

Every church needs a guard cat                 Photo: MNg 


