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Services at Saint Margaret’s

Sunday 4 Lent 3 11.00 The Eucharist
A service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns

Sunday 11 Mothering Sunday 11.00 Family Service
Service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns

Sunday 25 Palm Sunday 11.00 H4
Informal Praise service for all the family. A good introduction to Church

Thursday 29th Maundy Thursday G7 Eucharist in Pluckley 19.30
Friday 30 Good Friday Services at 0930 in Charing Heath, 10.00 in Pluckley and Westwell,
12.00 in Charing and 14.00 in Egerton.

A LILY FOR EASTER

Contact Jane on 840310 if you who would like to
donate a |ily to St Margga
iIn memory of a loved one, relation or friend.

-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

SNOWDOWN COLLIERY WELFARE _ _
Free Conflict Resolution

MALE VOICE CHOIR Help Service

“Ashford
will perform in Mediation Service

Saint Margaret’s Church, Hothfield  cofersfree mediation senvice

trained mediators to anyone in

On Saturday 21 April 2018 at 7.30pm. the Ashford Area. Mediation is

" : : : confidential and highly effective

Doors open at 7pm. Tickets £12.50 (to include wine and nibbles) in resolving both long and short
from Hothfield Post Office term conflict situations.

or reserve by telephone 01233 612265

We offer help with:

Neighbourhood
Isputes
e.g. Noise, Parking, and Ant
Social Behaviour
Family Disputes
(including young people be-
tween 7yrs and 18yrs)

Workplace Disputes

Contact us for more information
or an appointment on:

01233896237 or
07775398907,
in-
fo@ashfordmediation.co
.uk
or visit our website
www.ashfordmediation.
co.uk

SAINT MARGARET’S CHURCH

Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell
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Competition Date

Spring will arrive soon, really, followed by Summer, and we arg
pleased to announce the date for judging Hothfield'arbiual
Gardening Competition, which will b®aturday 30 June.

Do look out for more details of categories etc in further
editions of Hothfield News.

Gar

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

Januaryraw
1st prize £2350 no. 51
2nd prize  £1410 no. 180
3rd prize  £9-40 no. 43

COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months. Collect a form from

HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

Advance notice to
Clubs and Societies

T{/Ie ner.s C? :
argaret Collins

sadly passed away on 11 January at home,
rounded by her loving family.

Jason, daughter Margaret, their spouses
partners, grandchildren, gregtandchildren and
a large circle of friends.

John and his family would like to offer heartfe
thanks to the many friends, neighbours and w
wi shers who came to
provided emotional support for us at a difficul
time; to those who telephoned, sent floral trib
utes, cards and messages of condolence, as Well
as those who made a charitable donation.
are truly grateful.

To those who helped in any way; your contri
bution made our loss more bearable. As
would be impossible to thank everyone individd
ally, please accept this acknowledgement as
expression of our deepest gratitude.

John and Famil

Ma

an

Please be thinking about sending in your annual
reports to Hothfield News by 20 April, in time for

HOTHFIELD NEWS

is edited, printed and published by Hedley GrerBelhks for

HGB Services, financed by Hothfield Parish Council and
distributed free to every house in the village
by a dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.ukelephone 421149
Available on line at www.hothfield.org.uk.

The deadline for the April 2018 issue is 20 March. Letters
and articles for publication are always welcome. Advertising

is free to businesses working in, or for, the Parish of
Hothfield. Email the Editor for information on advertising

prices for outside companies.

Tail—" Cobwebs

cleaning services

3 ...,___'_‘ &

Professional cleaning with the
personal touch

Domestic weekly and fortnightly cleans

/ Regular, affordable & reliable service

Rates from £10 An hour

Tel : 07947243279

cobwebcleaners@outlook.com

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, please either see the
noticeboard outside the village shop or visitvw.hothfield.org.uk

\Village Hai¥

Regular Activities ¢

Mondays Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm
Tuesdays Creation Station 9.30 to 11.30am
Irish Dancing 4.30 to 7.30pm
Wednesdays Dog Training 5-3@m
Fridays Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Saturday Rugby Tots 911.45am. (outdoors in the
summer; back in the hall on 9 Septembef.

To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get -togethers, etc., please ring Minnie on
01233 421149,0r email hothfieldhall@gmx.co.uk

Prices: Village £7.50 per hour,

Outside Village £10.00/hour

All Day Hire & Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).

All Day Hire & Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

£250.00


http://www.hothfield.org.uk

MARCH ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANI

Spring has been in the air for a couple of weeks, and thankshe spring, and wildlife sees the disturbance as a new oppor-
to some major habitat restoration work over this winter, the tunity. The birds enjoying the mud created by the excavator
stronger sunshine is already reaching parts of the lower orwork include wagtails, little egrets and stonechats picking out
northwesterly bog that i n ot he thedistubedsnvertabratdsi dndt reach. This
has been slowly disappearing under a sea of alder trees, AlnusWalkers will be aware of the area fenced off as a bird sanc-
glutinosa, native to most of Europe. Alder is a pioneer plant,tuary, four acres of bog and heath, which staff enter as infre-
able to germinate easily on wet, poor soil, then through symbi- quently as possible. lan saw a collection o680snipe, which
osis with a nitrogerfixing bacterium in the root nodules grad- were feeding in the soft mud. These birds are very sensitive to
ualy improve the fertility of the soil, providing nitrogen for the disturbance, and will take flight if they detect danger3P0
next wave of pl ants. That 08s mgtreeavay. Reservstidb, éessér apotibd woadpedksrs, thahp r
but as Warden lan Rickards explains, in this rare and fragileveren't seen over the summer, were spotted (sorry!) by an
habitat, defined by lack of nutrients, alder is particularly trou- eagleeyed visitor in December. At the time of writing, there
blesome. As it grows it sucks more and more water out of the had still been no sightings this winter of the big flocks of red-
bog, shading out the important species that use it as theirwings that we often get; they may yet arrive. A small species
home - southern marsh orchids, ragged robin and water mint, of the thrush family, Redwings breed in Scandinavia and Russia.
dragonflies, newts and grass snakee populations of dragon-  Night-time flyers, they migrate southwest at for winter. Flocks
flies and amphibians are declining rapidly. As alder is unpalataeturning from southern Europe may break their spring flight
ble for the cattle and ponies, the volunteers had to clear hugenorth in eastern England.
amounts of alder scrub here late last year. In late January an The KWT website has details of talks, courses and guided
excavator was hired, which pulled out the alder roots and walks for 2018. The Wild About Gardens Scheme has tips on
moved them to the side of the bog. Dams have been built to encouraging more wildlife into gardens, the garden awards and
raise water levels and create pools and ponds. These mini habvolunteer advisers. Hothfield Heathland is open to everyone.
itats will soon be colonised by a myriad of bog loving crea- Please keep dogs in check and clean up. Various trails are sign-
tures. Some sandy scrapes also created on the drier parts oposted and indicated on the maps at entrances, which also give
compartment 4, by removing the richer layer of topsoil to the location of the livestock. The noticeboard down the main
reveal the poorer subsoil to make habitats for less vigorous, slope from the Cade Road car park gives recent wildlife sight-
specialised wildlife. ings. For email alerts on the location of the livestock on Hoth-

At the end of the project, lan expects to have considerably field, or to join the volunteers to help maintain the reserve or
fewer trees regrowing across the bog. The area is looking a check the cattle contact the Warden on 01622 662012 or at
bit muddy and messy, but he says that it will recover quickly inian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk
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Hothfield History Society News

Let there be
lights!

No, not an early Easter
proclamation but another
brief but interesting irsight

into Hothfield
ing | ast
our vill aged

Council records the recently
-retired Chairman, David
Parker, kindly handed over
some documents for the
archive. David had been
clearing through some old
files and folders and found a
few interesting papers, sev-
er al of whi ch
fore but one of which re-
ferred to the installation of
the first street lights in the
village.

The document dates from
1956, a few years after the
Council Houses had been
completed, and is an Agree-
ment with the South Eastern
Electricity Board (or SEE-
Board as us oldies knew it!).
This very official legal docu-
ment has several stamps, a
seal and the signatures of the
Deputy Chairman and Depu-
ty Secretary of SEEBoard
who kindly provided a copy
to the Parish Council, and
charged them 7 shillings and
six pence for the copy! The
street lighting was provided
for the Parish Council and
the costs of the electricity
and maintenance were also
to be paid by the Parish

mon tsm% Ln FCoacih_, ?V?'s
0 t hi nk

Council. Repairs and
maintenance would be
charged at 3shillings per
hour.

There would be just one
street light in Park Drive in
259§6 60 r n{ The qlr%eﬁ,

chqol’ Road; qpq
A

don t
in Coach Drive working
today!

Centenary of
the end of

Wosld War 1 ..

The First World War was
fought between 1914 and
1918. This year therefore
represents one hundred
years since the end of that
War. Ashford Borough
Council is looking to mark
this centenary with a few
events and stories, and we
hope to hear more about
that soon.

Hothfield and the sur-
rounding areas were a large
training ground for army
troops being prepared for
battle on the continent in
both World Wars. We
know quite a lot about activ-
ities here in WW2 but very

littl e about

volvement in the First
World War, so | looked in
the Parish Co

ords to see what was men-
tioned as there were bound

to be activities on the Com-
mon and in some of the larg-
er buildings that were prob-
ably requisitioned by the
army.

A trawl through the pages
of Parish meetings from
| Q¥ to 1918 revealeds

0nothlng! The only reference

hte therg gvensheing @ watf hr e e

anywhere was an item when
the Parish Council were
asked to appoint a Special
Constable. A special Parish
Meeting was held on 11 Au-
gust 1914 just two weeks
after the war had started.
The meeting was about the
oWar Crisiso
not a crisis?) and was well
attended (remembering that
Hothfield was a very small
village in those days). Volun-
teers were sought from the
parishioners and over 16
men stood forward including
numerous members of the
Willis family and other famil-

iar names such as Luckhurst,

Gaunt and Woolley.

Minutes from then until
1918 seemed to focus on
issues with supply of pota-
toes, and potato disease. In
late 1917 the Rural District
Council had contacted the
Pari sh Counci

\%ugpi c%f hourseécqof the

war, but we have no other

details Iot what lthldc, was
UlpG i 1 0s o r

Chris Rogers

Spring Bird Walk at
Dering Woods

Join Steve Oates, Dering's experienced volunteer bird surveyor for a gentle walk around Qer-
ing Wood, near Pluckleytp hear the morning birdsong, identify species and spot birds in tH

woods. The walk starts at 7am and will finish at 9am.
Due to the need to be quiet to listen out for the birds, the walk is not suitable for young ch

dren or dogs.

Steve has been a member of the British Trust for Ornithology for over 20 years and carr

out annual breeding bird surveys and wetland bird surveys in North Kent.

Further information:

https://woodlandtrusttickets.cloudvenue.co.uk/springbirdwalkatdering

We will be running several other walks at Dering over the year. Look for '‘Dering' in the seargh

box on the events page for more details.
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New to
Hothfield

S War

Tlgeovnlage ch(?gyé

a 5star rate

§ F smobitefchip shop, h

will be serving

e £ - excellent quality

traditional fish
and chips and
other hot food at
great prices from
the car park at
Hothfield Village
Hall on Park
Drive on Saturday
evenings from
5pm until 6:30pm.

Pop on over for
your dinner, and
to welcome Gary
and his team to
the village.
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