HOTHFIELD NEWS

BY THE COMMUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY Volume 8 Number 7 July 2017

Al LAST

ord Borough
Proposals for Hothfield

David Parker, Parish Council Chairman, explains the proposals on pages 5 to 9.
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Saturday 29" July

Summer Party

BBQ, Entertainment, including 50s music duo.

Raffle & Tombola, Lucky Dip, Games, Cake Sale

Bric-a-brac + more!

1PM - 4PM
Hothfield Brain Injury Centre
Bethersden Road
Ashford, Kent
TN26 1EL

Folk GPi oup
® uh Dog Show. -
AII the of tlipfau'

Proceeds raised will go towards improving the lives
of our patients

Tel 01233 611 432 to RSVP or donate
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Services at Sai’r

Sunday 2 Trinity 3 11.00 The Eucharist
A service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns
Sunday 10 Trinity 4 10.30 Matins
A traditional service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
U) Sunday 17 Trinity 5 No service in Hothfield.
Sunday 24 Trinity 6  11.00 H4
Informal service, lots of singing, a good introduction to church
ZO Sunday 30 Trinity 7 G7 Services

0800 Holy Communion in Pluckley
1030 Benefice Communion in Westwell

Festival of Flowers and Flour

I n case you missed it, hereds a r
You can find more on http://www.grenfddanks.com/flowfest.htm

-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Mar gartr

Nn t

Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell
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HOTHFIELD VILLAGE FETE

FUN DOG SHOW

Entries £ 2 per category.
Register your entry in the first
hour of the Féte. Lots of prizes!

9.9 PETER EDGAR
&

Categories:

Waggiest Tail

Prettiest Bitch

Handsomest Dog

Best Child Dog -handler

Dog that looks most like its owner
Sweetest Puppy

Dog the Judge would like to take home

REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS
TO MAY 2017

Over the past year | have divided my time between
looking after the interests of my constituents in Ashford
Rural West, which has covered 11 Parish Councils rang-
ing from Challock to High Halden, and serving on five
committees at County Hall. | also serve on the Kent Fire
and Rescue Committee and have been appointed as the
KCC representative for the Chilmington Green develop-
ment where building is expected to commence in 2018.

The County Council continues to face a headwind of
rising costs and a reduction in financial support from
central government, but despite this it passed a balanced
budget in February. It has been necessary to raise Coun-
cil Tax by 3.99%, which includes a 2% rise for social care.
The increasing cost of adult social care is of high concern
and is provoking considerable debate both nationally and
within the county. Thus t
ment of allocating an additional £2Bn to adult social care
over the next two years is extremely welcome, and it is
expected that KCC will receive approximately an addi-
tional £27m over this period specifically for this.

| continue to receive a large postbag about a wide
range of highways concerns, particularly potholes which
we all know are spreading like a rash! The good news is
that the Government has allocated additional funds to
KCC for this, and KCC itself has dedicated a further
£300,000 (in addition to its normal expenditure) with
the result that there is a pothole blitz this spring. | would
encourage you all to take advantage of these extra funds
by reporting problems to the KCC dedicated line. The
Hi ghways department has

will be a noticeable improvement.

As you will know | have recently been -sdected to
serve as your member for another four years, during
which | shall do my best to serve all your interests. | shall
no longer be representing High Halden, as the Boundary
Commission ruled that with effect from this election
High Halden will fall within the Tenterden division, which
is represented by Mike
Grants, it is to be hoped that the resolution permitting
members to award grants will be passed at the council
meeting on 25 May, following which | shall be responsive
to funding as many projects across the division as | can.

Larry Krause

Anyone for Tennis?

Now that summer has really arrived, we would like to re}
mind everyone that the MUGA (multi use games area) in the
village does have a tennis net locked into the caged area at pne
end. If anyone would like to use it, please contact Malcolm
Cook on 627323, or Penny Sutcliffe on 634191, both of whom
have keys.

a Il s04 233474149, prewdl nhothfielgnal@amnaco.uky 5

including hedges, verges and village signs, which | hop{
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Regular Activities

=Y
#lonfeyy eGoanthg Mahding 7.30M0110.80pM € -
Tuesdays Irish Dancing 4.30 to 6.30pm P

Wednesdays Dog Training 5-3pm

Thursdays Craft, every fourth week 1.00 to 5.00pm.
Merry and Bright 24pm, alternate weeks
Bingo 6.368.30pm

Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.

Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Saturday Rugby Tots 911.45am.

Fridays

To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc., please ring Minnie on

Prices: Village £7.50 per hour,
Outside Village £10.00/hour

All Day Hire 6 Village £175.00
£175.00 deposit required).

All Day Hire & Outside Village £250.00 (

to Membersd

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,

then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).



JULY ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLAN

L8 species. Humans
¢ who had learned
of the many uses
of the oak
named it robur
or sturdy. Locals
= might have used
% galls to make
g indelible ink and
will have used
the wood for
building or char-
coal for furnaces,
fed their pigs,
used crushed
bark for tanning
leather, made
acorn flour or
coffee, the latter
perhaps only
once.
The heathland is
R-C5 : 3 S T R s open to all, in-
> Sxee PR S L AP, S SRS 8 cluding dogs kept

In the rural delight of Hothfleld Heath- oak buds in sprlng, some of the thou in check a human toddler can become
lands stand hundreds of leafy cities of thesands of leaves in summer, or are terrified of dogs, not knowing that an
sky, tree communities teeming with life parasitized by other insects or unleashed bounding dog larger than her-
from basement to penthouse and with an munched up by small birds, them- self just wants to play. Various trails are
impeccable carbon footprint. Of these the selves prey to larger birds. Many gall sighposted and indicated on the maps at
oak, great national symbol, supports more wasps lay their eggs in embryo acorns entrances, which also give the location of
life-forms than any other native tree, all or on the leaves; the oak responds by the livestock. There are plenty of fallen
year round, in, on and below the tree. In producing galls and spangle gallsirees to clamber over. The noticeboard
the company of an oak you are never homes to the wasp grubs and other down the main slope from the Cades
alone! The welshaped specimens of micro-inhabitants. Oaks arrived 9,000 Road car park gives recent wildlife sight-
Quercus robur on the open heath down years ago after the ice age, new ings. For email alerts on the location of
the slope from Cades Road are not usually pathogens are still arriving, such asthe livestock, or to join the volunteers
associated with heathland habitat, and atthe horned knopper gall first seen in who help maintain the reserve, check
70-80 years old are mere toddlers who the UK in the 1960s. The oak toler- the cattle and carry out summer surveys,
only bore acorns at around 40. Here they ates it all, producing tannic acid in the contact the Warden on 01622 662012
provide vantage points for crows and mag- leaves, and if necessary, a flush of newor at ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk.
pies looking to raid the nests of ground Lammas leaves in August, but will Margery Thomas
nesting birds, one of the reasons these grow with a characteristic crooked

birds nest as far from trees as possible. appearance. A straigigrowing tree
A few teenager oaks (15200 year olds) in the countryside usually suggests VILLAGE HALL

t d LOTTERY

Oak on Foxenhill Toll (Photo I Rlckards)‘

AV

stand at the edges of the Tolls up thet hat itds from

slopes, already with holes and deadits parasites behind.

branches used by tree creepers or nut- The starchy acorns are food for June Draw
hatches for nests, young smooth bark now insects, mammals, birds and pigs 1st prize £24.00 no. 40
growing deep fissures, home to the insects They are distributed with least dam- 2nd prize £14_'40 no..143
and grubs the birds feed on with their spe- age and best germination rate, away 3rd prize  £9.60 no. 128

cialised beaks. Dead branches indicate thafrom the canopy, by jays. Soft leaves
the tree withdrew nutrients from its ex- break down easily into rich leaf
tremities when water was short. Their vast mould, plants flourish under the thin | COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw,
communities or ecosystems are develop- canopy that lets in essential sunlight £12 per year or £6 for six months

ing. Fungi help the tree extract nutrients for spring flowers in the woodland. In Collect a form from
from the soil and benefit from sugars pro- the middle of the heath, however, the HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
vided by the oak. Lichen and mosses growoaks can suck the ground dry and Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

on the bark. Many species of insect munchshade out the desirable heathland
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LOCAL PLAN REVISIONS
0 ABC PROPOSALS FOR HOTHFIELD

Introduction

Welcome to this special
edition of Hothfield News.

At long last, we are able to
inform you of
ing Development proposals
for Hothfield, under the re-
vised Local Plan Draft. In
view of the limited consulta-
tion period available to us,
the parish council wants to
get this information out to
all residents as soon as pos-

sible. These proposals mean,

in  housing development
terms, that eventually the
parish of Hothfield is likely
to undergo the most signifi-
cant changes

angl ed was

until such time as ABC can
meet its 5YHLS targets, it
allows housing developers
stronger opportunities to

succeed with planning appli-
cations with which they

might otherwise be unsuc-
cessful, and may force ABC
to allow house building to
take place against the spirit
of its own Local Plan inten-
tions and in locations it pre-
fers not to be used for hous-
ing purposes. The Chilming-
ton Green development is

requirement by central gov-

ernment, beyond what was

originally included in the

2016 Local Plan draft. This
plad@ Csiiysficaht prassure on
ABC and by extension upon

the rural parishes of Ashford

borough.

Make no mistake, the num-
ber of housing units that
ABC is required to deliver in
respect of the new Local
Plan is very significant indeed
and will impact on all of its
parishes. There are addi-
tional pressures being placed expected to deliver about
on ABC through what is 5,750 housing units, and
known as -Medre wodkHs due to commence

sHousmg Lamd ISepplyl rei there in the very near fu-
-Buigui rseomeent 0 ( 5 Mudel Fhe ,earlywdeliveryh of

years ago. Change is inevita- is a mandatory directive and this site is a key part of

ble in life, but it is not neces-
sarily something to be
feared, and the parish coun-
cil will be doing its utmost to
protect and enhance the
best aspects of our village
life in future discussions
about Housing development
in the parish and to better
understand how some of
our residents can benefit
from it.

Before we look at what is
involved for Hothfield, it is
worth establishing the con-
text in which these matters
should be considered. The
new Local Plan is set to
cover the period up to 2030
and the housing require-
ments within it notionally
apply from 2011. The new
Local Plan requires an addi-
tional 16,000 housing units
across the borough of Ash-
ford, to be delivered prior
to 2030, and for the period
20118 2017 thus far, 3,300
units have actually been
built. This means a further
12,700 houses need to be
delivered between 2018 and
2030, or in other terms,
roughly 1,000 new units
each year, for each of the
remaining 13 years of the
Plan period. Within these
number s i s
1,250 housing unit delivery

a nsimple d teims, i

with which all local authori- ABC® s

ties have to comply. 5YHLS 5YHLS target.
is a complex
subject, but in
very  simplistic
terms, ABC has
a pre-determined
number of hous-
ing units it must
deliver within a
fiveyear period.
Currently, the
5YHLS figure
ABC is able to
deliver is about

Recent Site
Considerations

Before I set
proposals for Hothfield, it is
worth reminding you of the
sites in the public domain
which have been under con-
sideration by ABC since
September 2016; the site at
the top of Coach Drive
(marked S34 on the map
below), which was included
in the original Local Plan
Draft published in June 20186,
and Omission Sites known
as West Street (marked 3
on the map below) and
north of West Street
(marked 2 on the map be-
low) along with a small site
at Kempton Manor Farm, off

strat egythetARO (makedtl on thes
map below).

. ) ’, \ :
5,000 housing {— . ‘ .K-\ R \
units,  which ~—f ( A\ A
equates to suffi- i ! X \///
cient new houses . || | { Hothfe Y & \¢/
to cover a pe- At P ~ ! | \ & )
riod of the next =M | |1 s 7Cammo g \\,\ ' 7
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ABC (along with p
many other local [
authorities
across the UK) is ~
missing its tar-
gets and here,
paradoxically, a
Obufferd
nism then kicks

in and adds even
more  housing = —-—-
units to the num-

bers being tar-

geted. Again, in

this means that




New ABC Housing Development Proposalé July 2017

What ABC is now
proposing for Hothfield
looks fairly different from
the then likely potential
outcomes of the September
2016 position. Two sites
have been selected, with the
discrete site at Coach Drive
previously referenced in the
first draft of the Local Plan
now confirmed, plus the
emergence of a second site
in what is referred to as the
60A20
of the Holiday Inn hotel by
the A20, which previously
didnot have
domain visibility. The text
shown here in respect of
these two sites has been
replicated
Plan Revisions document,
which can be found in full on
the ABC website.

You should note none of
the Omission Sites
numbered 1,2 and 3 above,
identified in September
2016, are being taken
forward:

Siteld6 Pol i @y
Hothfield & Land East
of Coach
same land already
identified in the Local
Plan)

Cor r i dor 0Scientifio Intareste

4.338: Hothfield is a rela-
tively compact village with a
central residential core and
clearly defined edges to
open countryside along its
eastern and southern
boundaries. It lies to the
west of the A20 and is well
screened by a combination
of the local topography and
the wooded areas that form
part of the Hothfield Com-
mon SSSI (Site of Specific
rear

4.339: This site is located
on the north-eastern edge of
ldothffeld ap thd Mmainc en-
trance point to the village
when approached from the
A20. The site adjoins Coach

f r o DmiveAMBICh) an itd eastan

side, has a substantial tree
belt that is the subject of a
Tree Preservation Order

and hence the site is rela-
tively well screened from the

existing built part of the vil-

lage.

4.340: Hothfield has been
designated as a Neighbour-
hood Area with the inten-
tion that there will be a

S I8eigghbourhood Plan pre-

pared for the parish. This

Dr i vsiieghas( been ddentified in

this Local Plan as the most
appropriate location for ad-
ditional residential develop-
ment in the village but it may

be possible for an emerging
Neighbourhood Plan to
identify alternative locations
for development.

4.341: The site provides an
opportunity to create a
modest expansion to the
village that can help to sus-
tain and support local ser-
vices but it is important that
the development is limited
to an area that would not be
visible from the northern
approach to the village, par-
ticularly from the A20, and
hence the site is proposed
for 40 units. This may neces-
sitate the provision of single
storey accommodation on
the eastern and northern
edges of the built footprint
of the development with a
suitable buffer of mature
landscaping provided to
screen mid to long range
views. The central residen-
tial core of the village con-
tains relatively high density
residential development so
some relatively lowdensity
development is appropriate
on part of the site.

4.342: The site should be
accessed by vehicles via a
single access point from the
junction of Coach Drive and
Station Road. Suitable traffic
management arrangements
will need to be implemented

Key
*’.V.A Cess

cludes mapping data from

to ensure a satisfactory junc-
tion arrangement at this
point.

4.343: The existing tree
belt along Coach Drive is a
significant local feature that
will be a barrier between the
existing built part of the vil-
lage and the new develop-
ment. However, it is impor-
tant that the proposed de-
velopment is integrated into
the rest of the village whilst
retaining the large majority
of the tree belt and hence it
is proposed that provision
should be made for a pedes-
trian and cycleway link
through the tree belt on
Coach Drive to provide di-
rect links and connectivity to
the main part of the village.

4.344: Hothfield Common
SSSI lies to the north of the
village and is also designated
as a Local Nature Reserve.
This is a site of national im-
portance that is already un-
der considerable pressure
from recreational use. Any
development proposal needs
to give careful consideration
through a detailed assess-
ment to potential additional
recreational use of the com-
mon, and contributions to-
wards appropriate mitigation
measures will be required,
which should include osite
provision of open space
which acts as informal
recreation, meeting addi-
tional recreation pres-
sures such as dog walk-
ing. Development pro-
posals must ensure that
any mitigation or en-
hancement as a result of
development reflects the
local habitats and species,
as outlined in the Biodi-
versity Opportunity Area
(BOA) guidelines for the
BOA of Mid Kent Green-
sand and Gault. Liaison
with the Council and
Kent Wildlife Trust will
be necessary to ensure
that appropriate meas-
ures are defined and de-
livered as part of the
wider programme for the
management of the SSSI.



Policy S34 o Hothfield & Land East of Coach Drive Land to the east of Coach
Drive, Hothfield is proposed for residential development for up to 40 units.

Development proposals for this site shall:

abe designed and laid out with particular attention given to the topography of the site an
dwellings should be orientated to limit the impact of the development on the landscape t

the north and east of the site;

b.Provide vehicular access from the junction of Station Road and Coach Drive as sho

the policies map;

c.Provide a new pedestrian and cycle route from the development to Coach Drive;

d.With the exception of meeting clauses b) and c) above, retain the existing trees alorlg the
boundary to Coach Drive that are subject to a Tree Preservation Order;

eProvide a financial contribution towards the provision, management and maintenar
existing community facilities, open space and play equipment in the village;

f. Ensure that any direct or indirect impact on the Hothfield Common SSSI is suitably
gated, including provision of esite recreation space. Mitigation measures must refl
BOA guidelines and be addressed in consultation with Kent Wildlife Trust.

Site2 -6Land to

ously identified as an Omission Site)

%

the rear

S

Y}

of t

he Holiday |

al

The site is part of the
wider conglomeration of
development in the Tutt Hill,
Hothfield area that is divided
by the A20. There are two
hotels and a pub/restaurant,
a petrol filling station and
small businesses in this vicin-
ity which serve the local
population. The site is ap-
proximately 1.5 miles distant
from the village of Charing,
which has a range of local
facilities and is one the most
sustainable larger rural set-
tlements in the Borough.

The site is located on land
that lies to the rear of the
Holiday Inn hotel at Hoth-
field. It is bounded by the
A20 and the Holiday Inn
hotel to the east and the
M20 to the north. There is
an unused area of land on
the frontage to the A20 and
the remainder of the site is

in use as a landscape garden-
ing/plant nursery with re-
lated commercial buildings.
The site currently has a
frontage onto a laypy off the
A20 that provides an exist-
ing access to the current
commercial use that occu-
pies part of the site as well
as linking directly to Ram
Lane.

The whole site divides into
three distinct sections that
are developable that form
part of the wider area of
open land that lies to the
rear of the Holiday Inn. The
land adjoining the immediate
frontage to the A20 lies in a
dip and is lower lying that
the wider area to the west
and is considered to be suit-
able for development incor-
porating the access onto the
A20. The area of land that
adjoins existing development

>

and Ram Lane is relatively
well hidden from existing
development and adjoins a
central woodland area and is
also considered to be suit-
able for development. The
area immediately to the rear
of the Holiday Inn hotel is
part of the much wider area
of open land to the west
that rises up to adjoin the
M20 motorway along its
northern edge. The part of
this site that lies to the rear
of the Holiday Inn is consid-
ered to be suitable for devel-
opment with the area to the
west kept free from devel-
opment to include significant
landscape screening

The site is 12 hectares in
area and is suitable for 150
dwellings. Development of
the site should be limited in
terms of its western extent
and impact on the more

ceg‘p

miti
ect unusual as the current ac-

sensitive landscape and
wider views from the west.

The central woodland area
hould be retained and en-
anced and improved where
possible. Due to the close

vn iy oximity of the site to the

M20, the noise impact must
be taken into consideration
design and layout with
suitable landscaped buffers
d acoustic protection.

The existing access ar-
rangement into the site is

cess to the market garden/
nursery business is from a
layby off the A20. The lay
By Blso givdstitet Acde 1o d
Ram Lane which is a rural
lane that runs along the
southern edge of the site.
The development of this site
is the opportunity to resolve
the access arrangements and
it is proposed that access to
the site will be directly from
the A20.

The site includes the build-
ings of the current commer-
cial operation of the land-
scape gardening/plant nurs-
ery and as part of the rede-
velopment of this area these
will need to be relocated on
a suitable alternative site.

The development should
provide effective pedestrian
and cycle routes within the
development that link in to
the wider network of routes
adjoining the site and due to
the location of the site,
there is no nearby provision
of public open space or rec-
reation, and therefore the
site should provide an area
of designated space within
the proposal.

Hothfield Common SSSI is
situated within close prox-
imity to this site and is al-
ready under considerable
pressure from recreational
use. Any development pro-
posals in this location need
to give careful consideration
to potential additional rec-
reational use of the com-
mon, and contributions to-
wards appropriate mitigation
measures will be required.
These should include esite
provision of informal open
space which meets additional
recreation pressures such as
dog walking. Development



proposals must ensure that any|
mitigation or enhancement as a
result of development reflects
the local habitats and species, a

uvj

Policy S48 ¢ Land rear of Holiday Inn, A20

The site to the rear of the Holiday Inn at Hothfield is proposed for residential develop-

outlined in the Biodiversity Op-
portunity Area (BOA) guidelines a.
the BOA of Mid Kent
Liaison b.
and Kent

Wildlife Trust will be necessary
appropriate

measures are defined and deliv
ered as part of the wider pro-

gramme for the management of] d.

for
Greensand and Gault.
with the Council

to ensure that

the SSSI.

It may be necessary to up-
grade the existing local sewer- f.
age infrastructure before devel-
opment can connect into it. It is
existing g.
sewerage infrastructure which
crosses the site is protected and h.
future access secured for the )
purposes of maintenance and I
upsizing. Liaison with the rele-
vant infrastructure company at

also important that

the time is recommended.

site boundaries

location

ment for up to 150 dwellings. Development proposals for the site shall:
Be designed and laid out to take account of the surrounding uses in particylar
the existing hotel and the M20motorway
Provide a primary vehicular access directly from the A20 Ashford Road, to elimi-
nate the current layby access arrangement whilst maintaining access to Rpm
Lane and the other commercial uses
C. Provide significant landscaping screening on the nodbstern edge of the site

to limit the impact on the wider landscape and acoustic protection around the

Retain the central tree belt
e. Provide new pedestrian and cycle routes throughout the development with link-
ages into the wider network where possible
Provide a connection to the sewerage system at the nearest point of adequjate
capacity as advised by Southern Water and ensure future access to the existing
sewerage system for maintenance and upsizing purposes
Relocate the current commercial buildings on the site to a suitable alternative

Provide onsite public open space and contributions to community facilities n
accordance with guidance contained within Policy and SPD.
Ensure that any indirect impact on the Hothfield Common SSSI is suitably niti-
gated, including provision of esite recreation space. Mitigation measures must
reflect BOA guidelines and be addressed in consultation with Kent Wildlife Tryst

What happens next?

ABC is now entering into a
period of consultation on
these proposals, which com-
mences in early July and
which concludes on 31 Au-
gust 2017. During this pe-
riod, Si mon
Head of Planning Policy and

members of his team, will be parishes have been impacted

holding a number of what
ar e
sions/exhibitions around the
borough for parishes that
have revisions to their Local
Plan Drafts, which includes
Hothfield, where residents
will be able to view the pro-
posals and informally discuss
with ABC, as well as being
able to give feedback to
Simon on the day or via the
ABC Planning portal.

ABC Planning Officers and
Councillors will then assess
the feedback from the wider
borough during the autumn
of 2017, where it is antici-
pated a final draft of the Lo-
cal Plan will be approved by
the ABC Cabinet. It is antici-
pated this final draft will then
be submitted before the end
of 2017, to The Secretary of
State and the Planning In-
spectorate, for independent

public examination and that
Examination hearings will
commence in the Spring of
2018 and that at some later
point in mid2018 the ABC

Local Plan will become a

ClamMfuedpcumeénB C 6 s

Because a fair number of

by revisions to the Local

knownl naG soeln-datpgs not going to be

possible for ABC to make
individual presentations dur-
ing the consultation period
to all of the parishes af-
fected. However, we have
agreed with Westwell parish
council that Hothfield and
Westwell will have a com-
bined DropIn session at
Hothfield village hall, which
will be attended by ABC
personnel, on Friday 21 July
2017 between 4pm and 7pm.
This is not a meeting per se,
more an opportunity for
residents to call into the
village hall between 4pm
7pm and informally look at
the presentation of these
proposals i n
format and to informally
discuss with, and give feed-
back to, representatives
from ABC Planning Dept.

Impacts for Hothfield
and other parishes

Given my previous com-
ments about the additional
1,250 units requirement
ABC has to meet, and the
many thousands of housing
units already planned for,
this has put ABC, and by
extension the rural parishes
of Ashford borough, under
greater pressure to deliver
more land for more housing,
so instead of having a single
development site within
Hothfield parish, accommo-
dating 40 new houses as
originally anticipated, we are
now faced with having two
sites, one at Coach Drive for
40 houses and another at
the Oakover site to the rear
of the Holiday Inn, off the
A20 for 150 houses (which
was not stated as being an
Omission Site back in the
autumn of 2016) and to-
wards the edge of the parish
boundary with Charing. It
seems as though this particu-
lar site has emerged as a
direct consequence of these
additional housing pressures,
leading_to the creation of a

impact on housing numbers
these proposed develop-
ments will have on Hoth-
field, there are currently
around 350 existing proper-
ties within the parish (230 of
which comprise social hous-
ing), so these numbers
would increase the overall
housing stock by 54% to 540
properties.

There are two other sites
forming part of the develop-
me nt pl ans f
Corridord i n o]
Ashford, both of which sit
within the parish of West-
well. Opposite the site near
the Holiday Inn is the other
Oakover site, on the east
side of the A20, with 75
houses, which is referred to

in t he Local P
North of Tutt Hill, West-
wel | 0. Ther e i S

further down the A20 to-
wards Ashford known as
6Land to the
field Mi |l &, w
been designated 75 houses. |
should reiterate that both of
these developments are for
Westwell parish to consider,
however, down the line, |

fall AdinBel o delelof® M & sure we will discuss with

ment sites in this area mak-
ing up what is being referred
t o as t he
To give you some idea of the

Westwell parish council and
ABC how best we might

6 A 2d3similate rthese dioee dhew

6A20 Corridoro



ments into our respective
communities, when they are
so remote from our village
centres.

In order to manage expec-
tations in respect of the
other sites previously identi-
fied for consideration, whilst
the three Hothfield Omis-
sion Sites announced in Sep-
tember 2016 do not feature
in ABCOSs
this doesndt
that housing developments
will not be built on these
sites in the future, as there is
nothing to prevent the land-
owners from making plan-
ning applications (as is the
case for any other landown-
ers elsewhere who may
want to submit applications),
and FiveYear Housing Land
Supply challenges are likely
to exist for the foreseeable
future. Moreover, it is feasi-
ble ABC may want to revise
its Local Plan in several
yearso ti me
revisit sites previously of-
fered to them, but not taken

up.

Hothfield Parish Council

A range of consultees will
be asked to give feedback on
these proposals within the
consultation period in addi-
tion to Hothfield parish
council, such as KCC High-
ways Department, Emer-
gency Services, Natural Eng-
land, Southern Water, and
of course the residents of
Hothfield.

Insofar as Hothfield Parish
Council is concerned, we
find ourselves in a slightly
unusual situation with regard
to the Coach Drive site, and
the circumstances which |
am about to set out for you,
effectively mean that the
parish council as an entity,
will be unable to give ABC
any specific feedback in re-
spect of the suitability for
selection of this site.

For legal and governance
reasons, the majority of
Hothfield parish councillors
will not be able to publicly
discuss anything to do with
the Coach Drive site, until
such time as ABC has for-
mally decided which sites are

to be included in the final
version of the Local Plan
later in the year. The legal
reasons for this involve what
are known as Declarations
of Pecuniary Interests (DPI)
and Other Significant Inter-
ests (OSI), whereby council-
lors have to disclose per-
sonal interests/situations,
whi ch a

cill orsbo

influence decisions those
councillors make. The legal
advice we have received is
that declarations should be
made in order to avoid any
exposure to potential
charges of criminal liability
being made against individual
councillors.

Hothfield parish council-

0r easdnoabsldy DRIl dde ar
cur r emetmbperr o poofs atl Is ¢ ygary and ithe @ddresaeg of
n eoeosigler snigit iaffegt coumre aaur properties are recorded

j udg ebyeABEC sandi can plsorbe i

pating in discussions, seeking found via a link on the Hoth-

to influence outcomes or
participating in voting.

There are a number of
parish councillors who have
personal friendships with the
landowner of the Coach
Drive site and where, in the
event this site is formally
selected by ABC and then
developed for housing pur-
poses, the landowner would
financially benefit. This land-
owner would be regarded as

and as such, councillors who
have these friendships are
required to make disclosures
as an OSI| and to refrain
from participating in any
decisioamaking in respect of
t he site in
are recorded by the Hoth-
field Parish Clerk, Judith
Batt, and are retained in her
records.

Of more legal significance,
are the rules
where a failure to disclose
carries the risk of council-
lors being exposed to crimi-
nal charges. It is generally
thought the law is intended
to apply to councillors who
have financial interests in a
site or sites in question, but
the position is not free from
doubt, especially where it
may be viewed that there is
a close alignment between
the property interest of a
councillor and the decision
being taken. A fair number
of Hothfield parish council-
lors have properties in the
vicinity of the sites selected,
and it is feasible that some
members of the public might
take the view that the value
of these
ties may be adversely af-
fected by new housing devel-
opments, which, in turn, may

field parish website.

The legal advice we have
received also suggests that
councillors whose proper-
ties may be deemed by some
members of the public to be
sufficiently close to the pro-
posed sites to give rise to
concerns as to their imparti-
ality, should not participate
in any discussions, or voting
procedures at public meet-
ings or seek to influence

whether some members of
the public may hold this view
of councillors, is one that
can only be made by individ-
ual councillors themselves.
Not unreasonably, parish

g aoensiliors donnot wéans to & smportant

unwittingly open themselves
up to potential criminal
charges as a result of deci-
sions they make about the
sites that have been selected
bya ABCuamdl in DeBarddte |,
their personal DPI situations
and this is the reason why
many parish councillors will
not be taking part in discus-
sions at relevant future pub-
lic meetings or commenting
on the Coach Drive site.
However, once ABC has
formally confirmed its pro-
posals after the consultation
period has been concluded,
these parish councillors will
be able to reengage in the
Local Plan process, insofar as
Hothfield is concerned.
Hothfield parish council
has nine members. One of
these is also the ABC ward
member for Downs West,
which includes Hothfield,
and he is also a member of

and therefore he cannot
participate in any discussion
or vote taken at parish

council meetings regarding
the sites designated for
Hothfield. There are two
parish councillors who do
not live in the immediate
vicinity of Coach Drive, but
who have personal friend-
ships with the landowner of
the Coach Drive site, and
who would not be able to

earticipptel ia ang dote ¢alea r y

at parish council meetings
relating to this site. Finally,
tleere - are  definitely three
councillors 8 and possibly
another two 6 who consider
they have DPI exposures by
virtue of where they live and
the properties they own, in
relation to the Coach Drive
site. If you do the simple
maths, this means that, po-
tentially, 8 out of 9 council-
lors cannot participate in any
vote taken by the parish
council regarding support or
otherwise for the Coach
Drive site, which means we

anhleiwid | am ed Asapsamtcomese dhe Reallr as ot dwill not be able to form a

quorum and as a result, the
parish council will not be
commenting on this specific
site in its eventual consulta-

tion feedback to ABC.
Therefore, it is especially
that individual

Hothfield residents provide
feedback on these proposals
to ABC as part of the proc-
ess, which you can do either
through the ABC portal
within the consultation pe-
riod or at the meeting we
have arranged on 21 July.

However, in respect of the
other site near the Holiday
Inn hotel by the A20, only
one parish councillor is likely
to have a personal conflict
by virtue of where he re-
sides, and the parish council
will be in a position to form
a quorum and give feedback
to ABC for this location.

| hope this information has
been of interest to you and
you now have a good appre-
ciation of what is being pro-
posed for the parish. We
trust many of you will come
along to the Dropln session
at the village hall on 21 July
from 4pm to 7pm, and we

councABCd»gs s ®!| pnap e goeok@®ovarthto seeirgg gou

then.
David Parker
Chairman, Hothfield PC






